Report on RTI Workshop (18 February 2025)

A workshop on the Right to Information (RTI) Act was conducted on 18 February 2025 in online
mode. This workshop was jointly organized by Government PG College, Berinag, and Government
Degree College, Pati, Champawat. The session aimed to spread awareness about RTI and its role in
ensuring transparency and accountability in governance.

The workshop was presided over by Professor B.M. Pandey principal of the government degree college
Berinag. Mr. Sunil Kumar Pandey Principal, Government Degree College, Pati was the chief speaker.
He delivered an insightful talk on RTI. He told the participants the RTI act passes on 2005 and
emphasized the importance of access to information in a democracy and how RTI helps in holding
public authorities accountable. Almost 25 principals from different colleges, participated in the
workshop. The primary objective was to discuss the significant aspects of RTI, ensuring that educational
institutions understand its proper implementation.

Key Highlights of RTI Discussion
Mr. Pandey provided a detailed explanation of the RTI Act, 2005, covering the following points:

What is RTI? — The Right to Information Act empowers citizens to request information from public
authorities, promoting transparency and reducing corruption.

Exemptions under RTI — Some information is restricted under Section 24, including details that affect
national security, foreign relations, and personal privacy.

Right to Freedom of Speech and Expression — He highlighted how freedom of speech and RTT are
interconnected, enabling citizens to express themselves based on verified information.

1. RTI in Colleges and Universities

Public Information Officer (PIO) — Every government college and university has a PIO responsible for
handling RTI requests related to admissions, faculty, budget, and administration.

2. RTI at the State Level

State Public Information Officer (SPIO) — Handles RTI queries at the state government department
level.

3. RTI at the National Level

Central Public Information Officer (CPIO) — Appointed in every central government department and
public sector unit to handle RTT applications.

Conclusion

The workshop provided valuable insights into the practical application of RTI, especially in the
education sector. The discussion on freedom of speech and expression added depth to the session,
reinforcing the importance of access to information in a democracy.

The session ended with an interactive Q&A, where participants raised queries about RTI procedures,
challenges, and implementation in academic institutions. The workshop successfully achieved its goal
of educating participants on RTI and encouraging its use for transparency and governance.

IQAC expressed their heartfelt gratitude to all participants, students, and faculty members for
making this event a grand success.
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